


COMMENTS AT JANUARY 25 NEPA PUBIC SCOPING MEETING 

GREAT LAKES AND MISSISSIPPI RIVER INTERBASIN STUDY 

'THANKS FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE INPUT TO THE GREAT LAKES AND MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER INTERBASIN STUDY, WHICH IS EVALUATING CONTROLS NECESSARY TO PREVENT THE 

SPREAD OF AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES BETWEEN THE GREAT LAKES AND THE MISSISSIPPI 

RIVER. 

I A M  PAUL SCHUMACHER, A REGISTERED PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER AND SCIENTIST 

REPRESENTING THE CLARK IAKE ADVANCEMENT ASSOC1ATIOM AS THEIR PRESIDENT. 

CLARKLAKEISA9M3ACRELAKEINDOORCOUNTYWlSCONSlNWHlCHISDlRECTLYCONNECTED 

TO LAKE MICHIGAN THROUGH THE WHITEFISH BAY CREEK. 

WE HAVE BEEN AT THE MERCY OF A VARIEY OF INVASIVE SPECIES FROM LAKE MICHIGAN, 

INCLUDING ZEBRA MUSSELS AND PHRAGMITES, AND RECENTLY HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS A 

Y H S  SUSPECT" LAKE DUE TO THE MIGRATION OF A TROUT FROM LAKE MICHIGAN INTO OUR 

LAKE. WE ALSO HAVE ROUND HEAD GOBIES FOUND IN WHITEFISH BAY CREEK LITERALLY 

"KNOCKING AT OUR DOOR" TO GET INTO THE LAKE. 

MY COMMENTS ARE ON BEHALF OF ClARK IAKE AND ITS WATERSHED, INCLUDING LOGAN 

CREEK, A CLASS ONE TROUT STREAM, AND DNR OUTSTANDING WATER RESOURCE, AND LOST 

LAKE, A CONNECTED Wl  LD AND SCENIC 100 ACRE LAKE. 

THE THRUST OF MY COMMENTS TODAY IS TO URGE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, THROUGH 

THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS, TO ACT SWIFTLY AND DECISIVELY TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF 

ASIAN CARP AND OTHER INVASIVE SPECIES FOUND IN THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER FROM ENTERING 

LAKE MICHIGAN, AND CONVERSELY, TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OF INVASIVE SPECIES FROM LAKE 

MICHIGAN INTO THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

THE ASIAN CARP SPECIES, INCLUDING THE SILVER AND BIG-HEAD CARP, ARE MOVING 

TOWARDS AND INTO LAKE MICHIGAN AS WE SPEAK. EVIDENCE MOUNTS THROUGH CAPTURE 

OF FISH AND THROUGH PRESENCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL DNA THAT A LIMITED NUMBER OF FISH 

HAVE MOVED PAST THE ELECTRIC DISPERSAL BARRIERS ON THE DES PLAINES RIVER AND INTO 

POSSIBLE "STAGING" AREAS SUCH AS LAKE CALUMET FOR EVENTUAL MOVEMENT INTO LAKE 

MICHIGAN. 

ONCE IN THE LAKE, THEIR MOVEMENTTOWAROS DOOR COUNTY IS INENITABLE, AND IN SHORT 

'TIME, THEY WILL MOVE INTO CIARK LAKE AND OTHER DIRECTLY CONNECTED LAKES AND 

STREAMS. ONCE 1N THESE WATER BODIES, THESE F tSH Wl  LL DAMAGE THE ECOSYSTEMS, 

ESPECIALLY PIANT LIFE WHICH NATIVE FISH SPECIES DEPEND ON. 

WE REQUEST A HEIGHTENED SENSE OF URGENCY IN THE ACTIONS OF THE CORP AND OTHER 

AGENCIES 1N THEIR RESPONSE TO THIS REALTHREAT. 




