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PROCEEDTINGS

MR. BLUHM: Good afternoon, folks. My name
is Kevin Bluhm. I'm the moderator for today's meeting.
I come from the St. Paul district Corps of Engineers'
office. And I'm very glad that you all made it with us
today.

As you all know, this is a reschedule from a
little while ago when we had a much, much snowier
forecast, and today's weather is definitely much
better. So appreciate you bearing with us for the
reschedule and working with us so that we could fit it
back into our timeline.

This now is our last meeting for the scoping
series. This will be the last meeting for the Great
Lakes and Upper Mississippi Interbasin Study, GLMRIS,
NEPA Public Scoping meeting.

And before we begin, I just want to let you
know if you're not familiar with the facilities here,
just down the hallway basically to the very end are the
restrooms. If you need to take a call or use the
restrooms during our meeting, feel free to excuse
yourself at any time.

Also, in the lobby here, we have registration
tables. 1If you haven't had a chance to register yet, I

would ask that you do that as it will give you a nice
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packet of material that we'll be referencing during the
meeting, and then also give you some materials you can
take with you. If you don't have the packet on you
right now but would like to get one, if you just want
to raise your hand, we'll make sure that one of our
staff grabs a packet and brings it in. So if you don't
have one, just raise your hand, and we can make sure
you get one.

Okay. I'll go through the packet now. 1In
that packet, we've got a green half-sheet paper here.
This shows the actual agenda for the meeting today and
this evening. And this will help you go through and
keep on track with what we're going to be talking
about.

The gquarter-size sheet and then the little
blue booklet in here are overview materials. They'll
tell you a little bit about the background for the
actual GLMRIS work.

The white half sheet of paper, this is the
one that's the most important for our scoping process.
This piece here is designed to give you a chance to
make any comments on the inside or on the back side of
it for us as we enter into the comment period. Keeping
in mind that any comments that you have for us you can

drop with us today or make sure that we get them by
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March 31st, as that is the closing for the NEPA public
scoping.

Also, the lavender or purple sheet is an FAQ,
frequently asked question, sheet. This will help give
some baseline information for things that we hear most
often.

The salmon-colored sheet here talks about the
other efforts that are going on. And you'll hear more
about that in the presentation.

The yellow sheet here is a form that we ask
that you fill out if you're going to make any
statements to the panel during the open guestion-and-
answer session. If you haven't filled this out and
would like to make a statement, I would ask that you
fill out the yellow sheet, and then take that to the
table outside.

The blue sheet is designed to help us if you
have any pieces of information you would like to turn
into us as part of our record. This will help make
sure that we have properly identified any of the
materials that you would turn in for us.

And then, lastly, the booklet that shows all
our slides this set will be the slides that the Corps
of Engineers team will be using to talk about the

GLMRIS efforts and is yours to keep.
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If you need any more copies of these, we have
more copiles available. And if you are done at the end
of the meeting, you can recycle them with us. That
would be very much appreciated.

Okay. Also, if you registered to speak
online on our project Website and have not checked in,
there's a table just outside the door here that has a
label on it that says, "Register to Speak." Make sure
that you have checked in. That will help us get you in
the queue for when we start doing the actual comments
and so that we don't miss you.

All right. Our GLMRIS team has organized
this public meeting to accomplish two goals. Our first
is to present to you information about the study
itself. And then the second is to solicit your comments
on significant issues that should be included in the
GLMRIS efforts and any insignificant issues that can be
eliminated from further study.

The Corps 1is hosting, too, all public
meetings throughout the study area in an effort to
provide opportunities for those interested in the study
to learn more about the study and then, also, the most
important part, to provide your oral comments to us.

Please note, again, the NEPA scoping public

period does close on March the 31st. So at the end of
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the month, that will be closing.

As indicated on the agenda, this public
meeting is organized in two sessions. An identical
presentation will be given at the beginning of each
session followed by the oral comment period. The first
public comment period will end at approximately 5 p.m.,
and then the second session will begin at 5:30 sharp.

There will be a 30-minute presen -- or 30-
minute break between the two sessions. Our staff will
be available during that break if you have any
questions that you would like to talk. And the second
comment period will end approximately around 7 p.m.

If you do have any questions or concerns
during that break time, the staff will be either in the
front of the room here or out in the lobby. Just
please note that you are welcome to talk to any of the
panelists or staff members once the meeting has
adjourned, but any comments that are not presented
during the official oral comment period or submitted as
a written comment will not be part of our NEPA
documentation. So if what you have to say is important
and you want to make sure that that's part of our
documentation, I would encourage you to either use the
white form or make sure that you talk to the assembly

as a whole rather than just offline.
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Okay. With that now I'm going to introduce
the panel members that you have up in front here. Right
adjacent to me Mr. John Goss. He is the Asian Carp
Director, White House Council on Environmental Quality.

Seated next to him Major General John
Peabody, Commander for the Great Lakes and Ohio River
Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Third on the table here, Mr. Dave Wethington.
He is the Corps of Engineers GLMRIS Project Manager.
And you'll hear from all these folks in just a little
bit.

And on the farther side of the table, Mr.
Mike Saffran. And he's the Other Pathways Project
Manager.

And then, also, I just want to let everybody
know that we are sitting in the midst of the Detroit
District, and folks like myself and others from the
table here are from other district areas. So I want to

mention that we've got District Commander here Mr. Mike

-— where is he? There he is. I see him right there --
Derosier. And he's the Commander from the Detroit
District area. So thank you for allowing us to use
this facility. 1It's a very nice day for us and much

better than the first time. Thank you.

MR. DEROSIER: Thanks. Thanks a lot. It's
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www.CapitalReportingCompany.com © 2011




Capital Reporting Company
GLMRIS Public Meeting I 03-08-2011

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10
great to host everybody today. Appreciate you being

here.
MR. BLUHM: Okay. Very good. Thank you.
Okay. And with that, I'm going to keep
things moving along. And we'll turn the meeting over

to Mr. Goss to begin the presentation on Asian carp.
Thank you.

MR. GOSS: Thanks a lot. Welcome everyone.
Thank you for taking the time to learn a little bit
more about the whole picture of what we're dealing with
with the Asian carp challenge and helping get this
discussion launched on a process. This is going to
take some time. And we'll talk about that. It's going
to take some time to develop all the options and all
the information.

What I would like to do just for a few
minutes is update you on where we are with Asian carp
control, and hopefully this will make you feel a little
better about where things are today.

The first thing that I want to say is the
Obama administration does have a strong commitment to
protect the Great Lakes. And a very comprehensive and
proactive strategy has been developed to stop Asian
carp from getting into the Great Lakes. We have strong

carp barriers that are up and running. We are
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proactively addressing all the possible identified
pathways that are at risk for the advancement of Asian
carp. And we're working together. The federal
agencies and the states are working together to develop
a strong strategy that will protect the ecosystem of
the Great Lakes in the future.

Asian carp really are just the latest. We
know that we've dealt with significant other
challenges, but this is unique in that we are ahead of
the establishment of the species. We have an
opportunity to stop them, and we are very determined to
accomplish that in the near term.

The next thing that I want to give you is
just a little background. The most significant area of
focus for stopping Asian carp is in the south side
Chicago. And the map on the left -- I hope you can see
it from your distance -- shows how the water originally
flowed. And that the Chicago River that comes out
there in the middle at Navy Pier was a much shorter
stream. And the Calumet Rivers that come from the
Indiana side and go out on the south side of Chicago
were flowing into Lake Michigan.

About a hundred years ago problems developed
in Chicago with their water supply. They were pulling

their water out of the lake. They were putting all of
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their waste in the lake. And they had a serious
disease problem. So to fix that the Corps of Engineers
did a fairly miraculous replumbing of Chicago and
developed the Chicago Ship Canal and the connections
over to the Calumet areas. So those now converge. And
they all drain to the Mississippi down the -- into the
Illinois River and into the Mississippi Drainage Basin.
I just wanted to make sure you understood that that was
a created body of water. It's not a natural stream.

Just a few more orientation things. Over on
the right is Lake Michigan. And those points where
each of the connecting tributaries connect to the lake
are significant areas that we're watching to make sure
that no carp are moving out into Lake Michigan.

The electric barriers, the star in the middle
of the map, that is an area where we have some good
news. The third electric barrier is fully operational.
The Corps has gotten it completed, safety tested. It's
going to be fully functioning just in a couple of
weeks. And so we now have three fields of electricity
that are stopping all fish from moving through that
area.

Also, I want to point out that flooding is
something that is a big concern. And up in the Chicago

Lock, which is in the center of the map, that lock has

(866) 448 - DEPO
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13
had to be opened recently for floodwater in downtown

Chicago to get out into Lake Michigan. So it's a
continuing challenge to deal with the stormwater, the
floodwater in this area.

And I'm from Indiana. I know that the Little
Calumet has recently overflowed a number of times, and
we have several hundred million dollars of Corps of
Engineers projects involved in trying to reduce the
flooding problems on the Indiana side in the last 10
years.

What are we doing about this? We have a
strateqgy. It was put together about a year ago with
the federal agencies coming together and pulling their
resources. And since then, we've added a number of
projects. There's a Coordinating Committee. At the
top there lists agency people that are the primary
people who are directly in charge, and then each of the
agencies and the state Departments of Natural Resources
that we've invited to join in the Regional Coordinating
Committee to work on the policy for the future on each
of these projects.

The other thing that I want to mention that
is a recent success -- and Mike Saffran will talk in
more detail, but I just want to point it out quickly.

In Indiana last summer found a connection between the

(866) 448 - DEPO
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waters of the Wabash River and the waters of the Maumee
that could be a pathway for carp to get to Lake Erie
from the Wabash River. We have a lot of carp in
northern Indiana established and breeding close to Fort
Wayne, Indiana already. So Mike will talk about the
details, but I just wanted you to have that in mind as

a key accomplishment this fall.

And on top of that on the Des Plaines River
back on the previous map which runs parallel to the
ship canal, there's a fish barrier fence that's 13
miles long to stop the same problem. And flood waters
in the Des Plaines we were concerned that some carp
might get around the barrier and get out to Lake
Michigan. That fence was completed, again, under
budget and ahead of schedule by the Corps of Engineers.
And sometimes everybody thinks they move slowly, but
I'm telling you they can move fast when they need to.
Those are two great accomplishments.

Coming up for this next year we have outlined
a plan to continue to monitor the area between the
electric barrier and Lake Michigan very extensively.

That will include continuing electro-fishing and

14
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netting. This past year over 40,000 fish were netted

and identified by very qualified biologists working in
that area from all the agencies involved. And we found
one live Asian carp.

So we do not have an established population
there in the area that we're concerned with. We are
continuing to get some eDNA traces, and out of 1200
water samples taken in October through December there
were 12 positives, but they were not concentrated in
any one area. There was one here, one there, and one
somewhere else. And when we went back to that area
immediately with electro-fishing and netting, could not
locate any population of carp. And did another eDNA
test in that area the following week or two, did not
find eDNA repeated in those areas.

So it is the technique that we have to work
with at this point. EDNA is good for early detection,
but it doesn't really tell us a whole lot about how
many fish it really is. We need a lot more research on
that to continue to figure out how else we can use it.

I want to talk a little bit about the
research projects that are funded for the most part in
the strategy. Some of these are on hold until we get a
continuing resolution adopted -- or excuse me. Until we

get a budget adopted, because new projects couldn't be

(866) 448 - DEPO
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16
started in the first six months of this federal year

with the budget situation.

But just a few highlights. Looking at toxins
hopefully something specific to Asian carp that we can
use to go after the population in the rivers that are
certainly a huge problem down state for many of our
states. Also looking at seismic technologies that
might disrupt spawning areas, might be used to herd
fish or actually eradicate Asian carp. Looking at risk
assessments on habitat and food sources, trying to
determine if they move to other areas what are the
areas where they're likely to go, and can we be ready
to identify them if they should move. And also
pheromones attractants that might draw them into an
area where they could be trapped, netted and removed.

And hopefully something that's a little
quicker. The eDNA test takes a couple of weeks to run
through the lab and get the results, and by then --
Asian carp are pretty fast swimmers. And they're
usually in some other area by the time you've had a
check on one. So looking at something that's a quicker
turnaround.

The last thing I would like to leave with you
is that we do recognize the potential threat of Asian

carp as one of the biggest challenges to the Great
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Lakes ever. The Obama administration does have a
continuing strong commitment financially and talent
wise with some of the best people in the federal
agencies to work on this problem.

The barriers are running effectively, and we
are monitoring very vigilantly that area between the
electric barriers in Lake Michigan. And we're going to
continue to work on the strategy for all the options
for long-term control of carp.

So I just wanted to give you the background
that there are lots of things going on besides Jjust a
study of the Chicago Area Waterway and the other
pathways. This was just a little more background.
Hopefully that's been helpful.

And we look forward to your questions and
comments later today. I'll be here all day and look
So thanks a lot.

forward to talking to you.

Why don't you introduce yourself.

GENERAL PEABODY: Okay. Thanks, John.
Well, good afternoon, everybody. And we
really appreciate you coming here. And, again,

apologize that we had to postpone
event. But contrary to what some

Corps of Engineers cannot control

are subject to that as we are the

our last scheduled
people might say, the
the weather. And we

many other natural
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laws that are outside of our control.

I would like to just, if I could, John,
correct one point. And that is the Chicago Area
Waterway System was developed by what's today the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District. I would like
to take credit for that great engineering feat as a
great engineering feat, although obviously the
consequences of it are being borne out today, and those
are not all positive consequences, but we didn't
actually have an involvement in building it to my
knowledge. We did have an involvement with the locks
and dams that are existing there today.

I do want to make one other point before I
get into -- emphasize a point that Mr. Goss made and
that is really important to understand before we get
into the discussion of the GLMRIS study, the Great
Lakes and Mississippi River Interbasin Study. And that
point is that all of the efforts that we are taking
collectively together we have very high confidence in
that they are being effective in containing the Asian
carp below the fish barrier.

That is a fundamental point that seems not to
be either understood or if it is understood, perhaps
not accepted. We'll be happy to take questions in that

regard and talk to you about the specific evidence of

18
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why that is so. Much of it is publicly available on

our Websites. And, in fact, we will publish a report
this month that details all of the laboratory research
that we've done associated with the operating
parameters of the barrier and why we believe the
operating parameters that we're currently executing are
optimal.

We are open to changing those operating
parameters as scientific evidence indicates that we
should do so, but right now that evidence indicates
that the operating parameters are, as Mr. Goss said,
effective.

Okay. So we're here today to talk about the
Great Lakes and Mississippi River Interbasin Study.
I'll make a few comments, go through a few slides, and
then we'll turn it over to two of our study experts,
Mr. Dave Wethington and Mr. Mike Saffran.

I would also like to highlight Mr. Gary
O'Keefe in the back of the room. Gary, 1if you could
raise your hand. Mr. O'Keefe is currently the Deputy
Program Manager for the Detroit District, but has
recently accepted a position as the Program Manager for
this study.

Now, Mr. Wethington -- this will allow Dave

to do what he does best, and that is manage the Chicago
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Area Waterway System focus. That remains the primary
focus of this study, because it is the only
continuously open aquatic pathway between the Great
Lakes and the Mississippi River watershed. And then
Mike will talk about the other pathways.

Gary will be less involved in directing the
details, although he will be involved in some of that
than he will be in outreach and in coordinating efforts
by other agencies. And this will allow, again, our
study team that is currently composed to focus on the
actual study process. And we hope this will help
improve our ability to get to solutions at the best
possible pace.

Go ahead and go to the next slide, please. Or
do I have that? Great.

This has nothing to do with the study, but I
want to put it up here because I'm in this uniform for
a reason and it's symbolic. The reason 1is because
whether we agree with it or not the nation is at war in
far reaches of the world today. And the world is
changing around us as we've seen from all the recent
upheavals in Africa. The nation has our sons and our
daughters, our brothers, our sisters, our aunts and
uncles, our mothers and our fathers deployed primarily

in Afghanistan and Iraqg, but in dozens of other

(866) 448 - DEPO
www.CapitalReportingCompany.com © 2011




Capital Reporting Company
GLMRIS Public Meeting I 03-08-2011

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

countries around the world going in harms way trying to
defend our freedom. And we in the Corps of Engineers
support them.

We in this division that I have
responsibility for have about 90 folks who are deployed
in primarily Afghanistan and Irag today to support our
service members both in building infrastructure that
supports their ability to do their jobs, as well as
working with the local communities, the countries to
help build and help build their capacity in building
the engineered structures that allow a country to
operate as a country.

We believe in the Corps that it is the
construction of these efforts and the building in that
capacity that in the long run will really help achieve
the policy objectives that our nation has set forth in
both Irag and Afghanistan.

Next slide, please. I love giving myself
orders.

Okay. This slide indicates to you what we
are told to do by act of Congress, all right? Now, we
have lots of -- there's two things the Corps has to
have before it can do anything. The first thing is an
authority. We have to be told either by the

administration as modified and executed by act of

21
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Congress and signed by the president an authority that

says go do something.

Now, Jjust having the authority is a necessary
but insufficient condition. The second thing we have
to have is an appropriation. We have to have money. We
have lots of authorities that we're unable to act on
because they are -- or unable to act on to our full
capacity because they're not fully efficiently funded
or in some cases not funded at all.

I hope it will make you feel good that this
particular study is fully funded in the FY12
president's budget and in combination with GLRI funding
is close to fully funded in our FY11l work plan
depending upon how that evolves with the continuing
resolution in Congress.

Now, a couple of other things I want to
highlight. In this language -- and we'll talk more
about them later. But if you read the language, it
tells us that we have to look at a range of options and
technologies that are available. $So we're not told to
go invent new technologies, although we will look at
what might be reasonably available in the near future
as part of the study. But that's what we're told to
do.

The purpose of it is to prevent the spread of

(866) 448 - DEPO
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aquatic nuisance species between the Great Lakes Basin
and the Mississippi River Basin. So this is not just
about Asian carp, although obviously Asian carp is the
species that is of primary concern to all of us here
today.

The other thing we're going to do is look at
the entire basin. And we'll talk about the details of
that later.

Now, one of the challenges that we have is
we're told to prevent. And if you look it up in the
dictionary, that meaning has a -- or that word has a
range of meanings from 100 percent perfection to risk
reduction. And we know from our experience in a whole
host of engineered activities that we've executed
throughout the world and in this nation that a hundred
percent surety is rarely, if ever, achievable in the
real world.

So one of things we will look at and we will
evaluate is the degree of risk reduction that the
variety of options and technologies, the range of
options and technologies, may allow us to get to, and
our confidence that certain alternatives will allow us
to approach the ideal end state of prevention.

I want to be clear, though, that our goal is

prevention. Our goal is prevention. Knowing whether

23

(866) 448 - DEPO
www.CapitalReportingCompany.com © 2011




Capital Reporting Company
GLMRIS Public Meeting I 03-08-2011

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

24

we can get to a hundred percent prevention is another
matter that the study is designed to uncover.

Okay. So I said this is a big area. And if
you look at this map, the brown land area is the Great
Lakes watershed on the U.S. side itself. And it's just
the U.S. side we're looking at.

The dark green area is the upper Mississippi
and Ohio River watershed of the Mississippi watershed.
And that's the primary area that we're going to look
at.

But it also includes the gray area that
encompasses the Missouri, the red, the Arkansas to the
west of the Mississippi River Basin. So this is truly
an enormous, enormous area that we're studying.

But if you look at the line, the dashed line,
that goes from Minnesota all the way through all the
Great Lakes states and ends up in New York, that's the
Basin Divide that we're going to primarily focus our
attention on. And it's the species that are relatively
close to that Basin Divide, the aquatic nuisance
species on both sides, that we're going to look at.

One of the characteristics of this basin in
general is it's fairly flat. Most of you are from
here, you live here, you know that. The problem with

flat terrain from a hydrologic perspective is that
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makes it very complex. It makes it complex because

small nuances in the typography can make a big
difference in terms of how water flows, and that can
make a big difference in terms of how various species
may migrate between the two basins.

Okay. So now let's talk about what this
means in practical terms. And I'm not going to cover
all the details here, but you can see on the left side
that's what's in the study. On the right side of this
slide that's what's outside of the study. So let me
just highlight a few points.

We're going to talk about aquatic
connections; in other words, water and where water
flows. There's only one connection that's permanent.
That's the Chicago Area Waterway System, as Mr. Goss
talked about. However, there are 36 others that so far
we have identified that could become connections
depending upon certain weather events, basically lots
of rain. And there are 18 of those, which we'll talk
about, which could have a -- are a significant concern
that we intend to study on a more accelerated basis and
focus on initially.

Because what we don't want to have happen is
while we're focused on the main avenue of enemy attack,

which is Chicago Area Waterway System, that we get
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outflanked by the enemy at some other location, to use
military jargon, i1f I could.

We're going to look at basically anything
that moves in an aquatic pathway as listed there,
swimmers, floaters, hitchhikers, not just fish. We've
got a photograph or a series of photographs that will
highlight that.

And we're going to look at the U.S. side of
the border, okay? So we're not really going to look at
Canada. Now, Canada obviously is very interested in
this. They've already talked to us and told us that
they intend to do some study work and help inform our
efforts. And we appreciate that. But looking at
Canada and the Canadian side of the border is not
within our authority.

And then you can see the elements that are
listed there. Again, I'm only going to highlight
really the bottom one, because I've talked about much
of the other ones already, and that's the Environmental
Impact Statement. That is only one of the NEPA -- the
National Environmental Policy Act is only one of a
whole host of laws and related policies that we have to
comply with as part of our study process. And we do
intend to execute an Environmental Impact Statement as

part of this because of its complexity.
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So how are we going to get after that? Well,

first, we're going to focus on two areas. And I've
already alluded to this. The primary one is, again,
Dave Wethington, the Chicago Area Waterway System.
That's the primary focus. That's the continuously open
pathway.

The second focus area really is a series of
areas. It's all those other pathways that we're going
to look at.

The only thing I'm going to mention when I
talk about organizing for success, because I'm sure our
organization chart is not all that interesting to you
and I won't bore you with it, but it is important to
know that the federal team is, in fact, again, as Mr.
Goss talked about, working collaboratively as a team.
Not just on the Asian carp, but we'll do so going
forward. And I think we have so far Fish & Wildlife
and EPA have agreed to be cooperating agencies.

Is that right, Ernie?

Thanks.

We've sent invitations to other federal
agencies to be cooperating agencies as part of the
study. And even if they don't formally agree to it, I
know that informally we'll work with them.

An example of that is U.S. Geological Survey
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has agreed to look at the potential impacts of Asian

carp on Lake Michigan if, in fact, they were able to
get into Lake Michigan and establish a population. So,
in other words, what would occur.

Then we will take that information and we
will use that as part of the other studies we're doing
on the impacts of closing down or shutting down the
waterways, and then coming to an understanding of how
we balance those impacts and what those impacts would
mean, because that is a requirement under the law for
us to make those -- to do that research and make those
assessments.

Where you can help is this third sub-bullet
under that, and that's stakeholders. And this is
really important. There is no way the Army Corps of
Engineers can do this without your help and the help of
other agencies that have a whole host of capabilities
and expertise.

We're really -- we like to think of ourselves
as really good and really smart, but this is bigger
than all of us. And if you have knowledge, 1if you have
—-— especially about a specific potential pathway we're
looking at, if you have knowledge about a study that's
underway that maybe we haven't identified, if you have

scientists or academics that you know of who you think
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could look at what we're doing and make recommendations
or if you have specific data that's data that we need
to gather, that will help us tremendously to develop
the quality data that we need that is necessary to
develop before we can actually do the analytics of the
study itself.

Now, we're not going to wait for a perfect
study before we come up with reports on it. So I can
guarantee one thing. The data reports will be
published as the data matures, okay? And we'll
probably have potentially scoping meetings to discuss
those depending upon how that data develops. And I
would foresee that maybe in, what, a year or two 1is
probably the timeline for that.

The other thing we're going to do is as the
data develops and as we understand what some of the
alternatives and the technologies are that can get
after this issue, i1f some of those technologies or
alternatives appear to be exceptionally promising and
it looks like we could get if not a final but maybe an
incremental measure that can improve the situation and
reduce the risk of aquatic nuisance species moving back
and forth, then we will intend to cycle out reports
that make recommendations or make assessments,

judgments and then recommendations exact like that. We
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have already done that with the efficacy study
associated with the fish barrier, and we're committed
to taking that approach here.

What I can't do is predetermine whether or
not we will do that, because we don't know yet what
those alternatives and technologies are. We don't know
yet how promising they may be.

Okay. So I told you I was going to show you
some photographs with some weird stuff, and this is it.
So we've got obviously on the left-hand side there the
famous silver carp jumping in the air that we all fear
so much. But it's not just about fish. There's all
kinds of other species that are both animal vertebrate,
invertebrate and plant that could have a negative
impact -- and viral for that matter. They could have a
negative impact on our ecology on both sides of the
boundary that we're concerned with. And they're listed
there. And I'm not going to read that slide to you,
but you can see that this is a lot broader than just
Asian carp.

The first thing we've got to do, though, is
figure out the aquatic pathways. Now, we are well on
the way to doing that. We had to wait to do these
scoping meetings before we continued doing the

research. So we've already identified 36 pathways. And
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we've done that in coordination with all the state

Departments of Natural Resource throughout the several

Great Lakes states to determine that. And we feel like

we've got a pretty good characterization. There may be

a small number that we've missed. There may be --

there almost certainly will be improved understanding

of the ones we've i1dentified that we'll do with further

research, but we've got a pretty good handle on where

to look.

Then we've got an inventory. The aquatic

nuisance species we've already got a good start on that

thanks to the Fish & Wildlife Service, and then figure

out all the controls, which is really where the rubber

meets the road.

Okay. At this point I would like to ask Dave

Wethington to come up and talk about some of the things

that he's done and what he's going to do with the

Chicago Area Waterway System itself. Or are you going

to talk from there, Dave?

away.

MR. WETHINGTON: I can speak from here.

GENERAL PEABODY: Perfect. Great. Take it

MR. WETHINGTON: Thank you. Thank you, sir.

Thanks again to everyone for attending today.

It's great to see so many faces here.
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I want to spend just a couple of minutes
talking about the slide that's behind me. As General
Peabody mentioned, I am the Project Manager for the
Chicago Area Waterway System. I'm a Project Manager
with the Chicago District Army Corps of Engineers.

On the right-hand side of the slide you see
behind me is basically a detailed map of the Chicago
Area Waterway System. You'll see the numbers 1 through
5 as you start at the north and progress down toward
the south of the shoreline of Lake Michigan. And
basic